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sacrifice connected withtctemism supplies, at any rate, a
possible and intelligible explanation. The totem
animal was killed ia order to shed the blood, and so
secure the presence of the totem deity at a particular
spot, which then became sacred or Taboo. To violate
it would be a grievous offence. Accordingly the spot
was marked by a simple heap of stones, or by an
upright stone pillar, which would perhaps be sprinkled
with the blood. Then, as toteinisni gradually died out
and gave place to higher religious ideas and anthropo-
morphic conceptions of deity, the eld toteicistie concep-
tion of sacrifice became obsc^ed, and the animal that
was killed was regarded no longer as the representa-
tive of the object of worship, but as a gift to the deity.
At the same time the sanctity of the spot became asso-
ciated with the stones, originally set *jp to mark the
place of sacrifice, and so in time the stone pillar itself
became sacred, and came to be treated as the symbol of
the deity to whom the sacrifice was offered, while the
heap of stones developed into the sacred altar. We can
probably trace one stage of this process of evolution in
the ideas now connected with the boundary-stone, ellai-
kal. No doubt it was once simply a stone placed to mark
the spot, on the boundary of the village lands, where the
sacrifice was offered, Then the stone became sacred,
and the idea grew up that it was inhabited by the spirit
who was worshipped. There, however, the process of
evolution stopped, and the stone is not now regarded,
like the other stones, as representing the deity, but
simply as her abode,
Probably the other stones were once regarded in
exactly the same light, and then advanced a step further
and became representatives of the deities worshipped.
The next step, to the carved human figures, whether
bas-reliefs or complete images, would be easy and
natural, when once the deity had been conceived no
longer as the spirit of a whole species of aninials, bat
as akin to human beings.
When this change in religions ideas took place must,
of course, be a matter of conjecture, but it probably